tario Pork Congress has supported pork pro

HOG J06 .,

Porl for o Couse’

t will take more than the threat of
Ia swine virus or closure of a

major packing plant to keep pork
producers from attending Stratford’s
annual Ontario Pork Congress (OPC)
in June.

‘What began just over 40 years ago
as the endeavor of a small group of
pork producers and industry workers
to promote the growing pork
industry, has now gained recognition
as the largest pig show in Canada.

Working under the guidance and
leadership of the current president,
Frank Hogervorst, the OPC continues
to emphasize the importance of
maintaining relations between all
sectors of the pork industry and
promoting the health and quality of
Ontario’s pork production.

The OPC will do “whatever we can
do to help the industry,” said
Hogervorst, who has been involved
in one way or another with the
industry since the late 1970s.

26 THE RURAL VOICE

~ Moments and memories captured from last year’'s Ontario Pork congress

event, include the annual Hog Jog for a Cause (above), the newly labelled
Bacon Maker Classic (below), some of the tasty treats being served up
(bottom left) and the masterpieces of the Pig Art Competition (bottom left).
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CANADIAN CULTURE AT ITS BEST!

31* Annual Fiddle & Stepdance Championships

Tavistock and District Recreation Centre

Preliminaries:
~ Friday, July 4 - 6 pm ¢ Saturday, July 5 - 9:30 am
FINALS & SHOW: Saturday, July 5 - 7 pm
THERE WILL BE NO ADMISSION FEE

FOR THE SATURDAY 7 PM FINALS/SHOW!!!
Tickets available at the door for each program.
For camping or info please call contest secretary Marianne at
519.271.6115 or email huitema@cyg.net

CAMP-OUT RV

asuentaISose

d, Onta e co

) 52nd Bnrthday
¢ Open House

! Fri., June 696 pm
Sat., June 7 9.4 pm
% Sun., June 8 10-3 pm

] ALL TRAILERS, 5™ WHEELS, TRUCK
CAMPERS AND PARK MoODELS WILL
BE UNLOCKED For VIEWING
kg - THROUGHOUT WEEKEND.
©

RECEIVE UP TO $1,000. OFF
ANY TRAILER PURCHASE
THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND.
Special Finance Rates
Available

Bouncy Castle
for the kids
Saturday
from
11 am - 3 pm

all regular
priced
: parts &
accessories

selectparts -
& aecgssories' =

Cottage and RV Resort

Call 519-665-7787 to book your
getaway today!
Visit www.parkbridge.com for
more mformatlon

 Lindsay Country Jamboree

9 | Special parts demonstrations
throughout the weekend

/2 km W. of Stratford on Hwy. 8
4 519-393-5938
-& WWW.campoutrv.com

}
§ Visit our website for full details!

Y July 17-20, 2014
Lindsay Agricultural Society
Grounds & Facility
354 Angeline St., Lindsay, ON
EEKEND CAMPING PASSES
~ AVAILABLE
Thursday, July 17
R|k| Knox, Bill White, Houseband,
‘The Hughey Band, Montana Sky
~ Friday, July 18
Stacey Zeger, Dave Barber,

Chuck Simms, Marven James,
Diane Chase, Jamie Warren
Saturday, July 19
Wendy Snider, George Hillier,
John Fraser, Mark LaForme,
Eddie Eastman

Sunday, July 20
Gospel Hour featuring:
The Garrett’s, Paul Jones,
Gord Youmans, Gloria Downer Pearson

28 THE RURAL VOICE

kawarthabattery @gmail.com
info@lindsaycountryjamboree.com

or visit our website at
www.lindsaycountryjamboree.com

quality of a pig herd, and how easﬂy
that balance can be broken.

Swine farms in Canada recent]y
experienced a devastaﬂng blow when
a case of the porcme epidemic
diarrhea (PED) virus was discovered
to have infected dozens of pig farms
in Ontario.

As of mid-May there had been 58
confirmed cases of the virus since
January of this year, resulting in the
deaths of thousands of piglets as it
makes its way not just through the
nurseries.

PED devastated the U.S. hog
industry, drastically reducing the
amount of pork being produced with
the shortage raising pork prices by 10
per cent, helping those farmers
fortunate enough to be able to remain
healthy and at full production.
Ontario producers are hoping to
avoid a similar experience.

ue to this outbreak, the OPC
Dhas altered its itinerary to

prevent further spread of the
virus. The usual Bacon Maker
Classic has been turned into a more
virtual experience, utilizing a
combination of pictures and videos in
lieu of bringing in the live pigs.

“We let local vets make the call
that we would not have hogs at our
show this year,” says Hogervorst. “It
has, however, opened up new venues
for us.” :

These new venues include a new
educational pavilion for the children,
where they can judge the pigs via
video while also being educated on
different aspects of the pork industry,
from feed and nutrituion to animal
health and biosecurity.

“We’re trying to make it a
community event,” Hogervorst
continues, “to involve more of the
general public and educate them
about where their pork comes from.”

Although loss of live pigs at the
show may seem like a set back, the
executive members of the OPC take
pleasure in this opportumty to get the
youth more involved in the mdustry
and to help them understand the pig
farming process.

“We have taken this opportunity to
turn that situation into a learning
opportunity,” explained Christine
Schoonderwoerd, vice-president of
OPC.

A growing emphasis on biosecurity
in modern hog production has been
one of the bigger changes that has
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