 KEEPING THE KIDS ALRIGHT

The second Progressive Agriculture Safety Day held at Varna teaches kids
the dangers around a farm and what to do to stay safe.

Story and photos by Emily Manns

but even the most experienced

farmhand can benefit from going
back to the basics of farm safety, let
alone children.

Varna, a small community in
Bluewater, hosted their second
annual Progressive Agriculture
Safety Day on July 8 at the Stanley

It may seem like common sense,
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MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE LTD.
: (ESTABLISHED 1968)

R.R‘. #3, Palmerston, Ontario

SPECIALIZING IN:
- Farm Drainage. « Excavator Work

« Municipal Drainage * Dozer Work
* Erosion Control

* Backhoe Work

WE OFFER: -

+ FREE ESTIMATES

« Personal evaluation of your project

» Detailed plans and design work

+ State-of-the-art equipment

* Qualified and experienced personnel

» Guaranteed workmanship & customer service

For that personal touch, pride in workmanship,
experience and FREE ESTIMATES call

1-888-534-0393
OFFICE 519-343-3233
- HOME 519-338-2373
STEVE CRONSBERRY (Owner)

After a great deal of success in the
United States, the program started
extending its reach into other regions,

gradually making its way to Canada

in 2002.

The name of the program was
officially changed to Progressive
Agriculture Safety Day (PASD) in
2006, and it has continued to grow,
including topics that could be applied
beyond the
boundaries = of
rural living. .

“Jt’s not just *
about farm
safety,” said
Sandy Miller, a
community co-
ordinator for
Workplace Safety
and Prevention

Services (WSPS). Kids learn about tools at one of the 1«
“It’s about family Stations at the safety day.

and community safety.”

This is only the second year that
the program has been hosted in
Varna, and yet there has already been
a great deal of positive feedback
from both the kids taking part in the
activities, and the parents who were
volunteering. :

Join us in Market Square
for the fourth annual

SLOW FOOD

Sunday, August 17th
llam - 2pm

Roasted Perth County Pork
served on a homemade bun with
gourmet condiments, slaw and

- aglass of iced local apple cider.

Live Music
Bring the whole family!
NON-MEMBERS$8  MEMBERS FREE
Slow Food®

Perth County Convivium
www.slowfoodperthcounty.ca
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“It’s a really good event for kids,”

.said Sherry Rollings, a volunteer

from London whose two children
were participating in the program.
“There are so many hazards for kids

_ that they should be aware of.”

‘Although it was designed to engage
a younger audience, the program was
as much of a learning experience for
the adults as it was for the youth, .

The Mayor of
Bluewater Bill
Dowson made an
appearance in the
afternoon to say
grace prior to the
volunteers serving
up the midday meal.
He also came out to
last year’s safety
day, which shows
amount of
support the mun-
icipality has for the program.

“I’ll support it as long as I’'m
sitting where I am,” said Dowson.

At the end of the day, all of the
children were gathered together to
hear from a young woman who
experienced first hand how quickly
something that may seem like fun at
first can completely change your life.

Darda Geiger, a gold medal
paralympic swimmer and currently a
member of the Women’s National
Wheelchair Basketball team, lost her
right leg at the age of three after an
accident with an operating auger.

Geiger has worn a prosthesis ever

since, but that didn’t stop her from
breaking a world record in the 4x100
medley relay in Sydney and bringing
home the gold.
_ “My story didn’t start out too
happy, but it ended pretty gold,” said
Geiger, holding up her Olympic gold
medal for everyone to see.

As the safety day came to an end,
the energy and excitement the
children had brought with them that
morning hadn’t waned in the least as
they shouted out the words Think
Safety First before picking up their
goody bags and heading home with a
new appreciation for those simple,

yet potentially life saving words.

For anyone interested in holding
their own safety day in their
community, or just wants to learn
more about the program, visit
www.progressiveag.org.Q



